






SELECTMEN'S OFFICE • 362-5266
Weekdays: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
TOWN CLERK • 362-4920
Monday:
1997 Summer Sun 'n Fun
These pictures show the faces of some pretty happy campers, thanks to the hard work of the Sun 'n
Fun counselors. Because they made our children so happy, and kept them entertained during the
course of the six-week program, the 1997 Annual Report is dedicated to Director Chris Tateosian,
Assistant Director Heather Beckwith, and their whole staff of energetic and enthusiastic teens:
Shown On Cover (Left to Right)
Back Row: Tricia Suriani; Tara Famsworth; Ryan Dame; Chris Wallace; Drew Barwell; Brian Hanlon
Middle Row: Jon Barnes; Lindsay Favata; Steve Mackinnon; Laura Barwell; Courtney Phaneuf; Nate Ray
Front Row: Heather Beckwith; Katie Orlando; Erin Bradley; Krystine Stork; Julie Fabrucci; Mike Cook;
Chris Tateosian. Not Shown: Sara Smith
In Memoriam
DANIEL W. STEWART
Fire Chief, 1967 and 1968
Fire Fighter, 1950- 1976
Road Agent, 1950 - 1957; 1969 - 1979
Sexton, 1950 - 1956; 1972 - 1979
Health Officer, 1972- 1976
MARION J. MELUCCI
Recreation Commission, 1990 - 1993
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Support and Cooperation. Those are the two main points the Selectmen have been working on this past
year. Our department heads, most of whom are volunteers, need to know the Selectmen stand with them.
They also need to know they can depend on each other and, together, we can do great things, such as:
Sun 'n Fun Program - As a Mom, I'm particularly proud of the 1997 Sun 'n Fun Program. The counselors
- all 18 of them - received training prior to the 6-week program, including CPR certification, basic first aid,
and behavioral techniques. The comments received from parents told us this was a great program, and
we're proud of those young people and the work they did.
Expansion of Woodlock Park - There are new ball fields at Woodlock Park to accommodate the expanding
baseball and soccer leagues. And we have a new pavilion-type building there - with bathrooms!
Community Center - Renovations are complete and the 'old building' is ready for enjoyment. The
Recreation Commission has some great plans for this facility.
Code Enforcement - The Selectmen are very pleased that Jim Kirsch agreed to serve as Atkinson's Code
Enforcement Officer. He's not only been keeping on top of reported violations, he's continually on the
lookout for heretofore undiscovered ones. We're glad he's here.
Town Garage - The Board of Selectmen appeared before the Timberlane School Board during 1997, to
appeal - beg, really - for an extension of our time using their Town Garage building. We were given one
additional year which expires in June of 1998. At the end of that time, we will either have to bring the
building up to code or tear it down. The Building Needs Committee has worked hard to gain citizen input
and to prepare warrant articles for the 1998 Town Meeting.
Tax Rate - While towns around us have had continually increasing tax rates, Atkinson's rate went down
this year. In 1993, our tax rate was $20.90. It has never been that 'high' since then. On the other hand,
your cable television bill has increased by approximately 33 percent. Electricity, telephone, and food have
also increased.
Senate Bill 2 - 1997 was our first year under the ballot-vote law, and it certainly was a learning experience
for everyone. Judging from the comments of other towns, Atkinson handled the new law very well. The
1997 legislature passed several amendments designed to correct the flaws of the first law and we will deal
as effectively with the new version this year.
As always, our sincere thanks to all our volunteers. It's not easy being a volunteer. No matter how hard a
volunteer tries, or how much time one devotes to volunteer affairs, someone, somewhere is going to think
he could' ve done a better job. We appreciate your dedication and admire your fortitude.
When I first ran for this position, I wanted to ensure continuity, consistency, and above all. Selectmen-
support of our department heads and their goals, hopes, and desires. While the Selectmen manage the
'prudential affairs' of the town, it's our department heads who do the work. These people are friends and
they make good things happen. It's a pleasure to work with them.










































































































Less: Shared Revenues (5,365.00)
Plus: Overiay 160,510.00
War Service Credits 50,700.00
Net Town Appropriation $784,913.00
Municipal Tax Rate $2.41
SCHOOL PORTION:
Due to Local School $5,501,163.00
Less: Shared Revenues (63,804.00)
Net School Appropriation $5,437,359.00
School Tax Rate $16.67
COUNTY PORTION:
Due to County $460, 1 65 .00
Less: Shared Revenues (3,335.00)
Net County Appropriation $456,830.00
County Tax Rate $1.40
TOTAL TAX RATE $20.48
Total Property Taxes Assessed $6,679,102.00
Less: War Service Credits (50,700.00)
Total Property Tax Commitment $6,628,402.00




1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997




























Totals $16.00 $20.90 $20.50 $20.70 $20.85 $20.48
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Summary Inventory of Valuation
Value of Land Only:
Current Use $126,649.00
Residential 103,383,100.00
Commercial Industrial 4,57 1 ,000.00
Total Taxable Land $108,080,749.00









Total Public Utilities 2,414,600.00
Valuation Before Exemptions $329,327,549.00
Exemptions:
Blind Exemptions (3) $45,000.00




Net Valuation on Which Tax Rate is Computed: $326,128,033.00
10 -

Summary of Tax Sale/Tax Lien Accounts
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1997
Debits 1996 1995 1994 1993
Balance - 1/1/97 $27,278.92 $48,033.17 $39,711.82
Tax Liens Executed During Year $165,642.35
Interest Collected 5,707.88 3,931.08 2,520.63
Total Debits
Office of the Town Clerk










A & C Tire
















































Bill Bartlett & Son
$200.00
Vendor Payment Summary
Vendor Payments Vendor Payments






NE Micrographics, Inc. 5,175.00
NE Playground Surfacing 776.25
NE State Police Info Network 50.00
NH Assoc, of Assessing Officials 20.00
NH Assoc, of Chiefs of Police 75.00
NH Assoc, of Con. Commissions 200.00
NH Assoc, of Fire Chiefs 25.00
NH Business Review 50.00
NH Compensation Funds 34,859.47
NH Dept. of Environ Services 40.00
NH Fire Standards & Training 289.00
NH Firemen's Assoc. 264.00
NH Govt. Fin. Off. Assoc. 75.00
NH Health Off. Assoc. 10.00
NH Library Assoc. 35.00
NH Police Assoc. 10.00
NH Retirement System 198.00
NH Road Agents Assoc. 20.00
NH State Library 6.86
NH Tax Collector's Assoc. 40.00
NH Town Clerks Assoc. 75.00
NHMA 2,571.23
NHMA Health Ins Trust 37,8 1 1 .2
1
NHPT 74.95
New York Times 52.00
Nicor 55.00
Northeast Copier Systems 6,343.00
Northeast Resource Rec. Assoc. 358.27
Norwest Mortgage Inc. 2,176.00
Nynex Corporate Security 2.50
OCLC Forest Press 325.00





Our Designs, Inc. 7.15
Kevin Ovaska 977.00
Jennifer Owen 75.00
Artemas J. Packard 195.00
Pagenet 564.71
Philip A Paglierani 864.06
Palmer Gas 2,347.21
Panasonic Comm Systems 1,708.75
JudyPancoast 150.00
Joanne Paris 321.00
Parkland Medical Center 1,455.00
Path Lab Inc. 40.00
Payment Processing Center 4 1 .54
PC Connector, Inc. 730.00
Vendor Payments
PCMAX 2,669.00
Peabody Auto Repair 42.00
Nancy Peabody 107.50
Pentucket Bank 400.00
Pentucket Business Machines 160.00
Penworthy/American Media 99.33
People 94.87
Pepsi Cola Bottling 798.50
Perfecta Camera Corp. 351.12
Catherine Persson 300.00
Pete's Sewer Service 740.00
Phil's Signs 175.00





Plaistow Custom PC 1 ,427 .00
Plaistow Stationers 160.20
Poland Spring Water 1,316.89
Postmaster - Atkinson 1 0,996.34
Pregnancy Care Center 750.00
EJ Prescott, Inc. 2,212.48
Progress Mechanical 83.00
Public Service of NH 333.96
Pulsar Alarm Systems 250.00
Puritan Title Corp. 13.30
Quill Corp. 1,523.45
R&M Concrete Ent. Inc. 7,383.25
Radio Shack 286.42
Frank Radulski 24.50
R A K Industries 1,324.88
Ram Printing Inc. 2,060.00
Maurice Randall 150.00
Reads Program 17.00
Red Jacket Mtn. View 262.02






Rivers Engineering Corp. 1,540.25
Donald Roberts 42.98
Rockingham Community Action 1 ,500.00
Rockingham County Admin. 960.05
Rockingham County Newspapers 67.05
Rockingham Planning Com. 9,300.25
Rockingham Toyota, Inc. 88.95
Rockingham Treasurer 460, 1 65.00
Rockingham Trophy & Gifts 689.00
22
Vendor Payment Summary








Uptack Plumbing & Heating
Value Line Publishing
Video Lab
The Video Store Shopper
Viking Office Products
Walker Chevrolet, Inc.





















The Budget Committee has recommended a town operating budget for 1998 in the amount of
$2,116,947.00. This amount represents an increase over the fiscal 1997 operating budget of
approximately 5.5%.
Proposed money warrant articles this year total $925,215.00. Due to a surplus in our General
Fund, the Selectmen have committed $324,800.00 to three articles relating to the planning and
construction of the town garage, fire station and library. This contribution of funds will negate any
tax impact to the voters from these projects. With this commitment, the budget committee has
recommended a total of $576,925.00 in money warrant articles, or a net impact, after fund
contributions, of only $252,125.00
Operating budgets and warrant articles were presented at the "Deliberative Session", February 7th.
Amended articles appear in this book and on the March 10th written ballot.
The Budget Committee would like to thank the department heads for their cooperation in presenting
budgets that reflect their actual costs of operation. As a reminder to our voters, approximately 75%
of your tax dollar is a function of the school budget. We encourage you to familiarize yourself with
the Timberlane School District budget.
Respectfully submitted,
The Atkinson Budget Committee
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN OF ATKINSON
1998 Town Meeting Warrant
To the inhabitants of the Town of Atkinson in the County of Rockingham in said State, qualified to
vote in Town Affairs —
You are hereby notified to meet at the Dyke Auditorium of Atkinson Academy on Saturday, the
seventh day of February next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon to deliberate upon the articles included in the
warrant.
You are also notified to meet on Tuesday the tenth day of March, 1998, at 8:00 o'clock in the morning
in the Atkinson Town Hall, to vote by official ballot on the election of town officials and on all warrant
articles. By vote of the Selectmen, the polls for the meeting will remain open from 8:00 o'clock in the
forenoon until 8:00 o'clock in the evening.
Article 10-1. To choose all necessary officers for the coming year.
Article 10-2. Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Atkinson Zoning Ordinance as
proposed by the Atkinson Planning Board? This amendment would provide for the voluntary protection of
scenic vistas and pronounced landscapes, as defined and mapped in the Atkinson Master Plan, by allowing
an increased density for clustered developments which preserve these areas.
Proposed change is as follows:
Add to Section 500 of the Zoning Ordinance the following new Subsections 505:1 and 505:2 and add to
Section 600 the following new Subsection 600:6c.
505: 1 Areas designated in the 1980 Master Plan as scenic vistas and pronounced landscapes (see Scenic
& Cultural Map, page 32 of the 1980 Master Plan) are needed to maintain the rural character of the
community. The following Subsections are aimed at preserving these valuable assets.
505:2 Preservation of scenic vistas and pronounced landscapes in residentially zoned districts is
encouraged by allowing an increase in the density of allowable units provided, however, that sufficient
information has been provided to the Planning Board during subdivision review to document the adequate
protection of the vista or pronounced landscape. (See Subsection 600:6c)
600:6c Cluster subdivisions which are specifically designed to preserve scenic vistas and pronounced
landscapes (as designated in the Town's Master Plan) by not disturbing them, shall be entitled to compute
the number of allowed units utilizing soil based lot sizing as defined by the Model Subdivision Regulations
for Soil-Based Lot Size, Volume II, June, 1991, as prepared by the Ad Hoc Committee for soil based lot
size regulation. Preservation of said vistas and landscapes is to be accomplished by not allowing them to
be built upon nor obstructed in view through protective or conservation easements. This does not apply to
low-moderate developments, where the low-moderate incentive is utilized. (See Subsection 505:2).
Recommended by the Planning Board
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Article 10-3. An amendment to the Zoning which would add a new Article XI, Sections 1500:1
through 1500:12 which establishes a procedure for the collection and administration of school impact fees.
This article is proposed pursuant to NH RSA 674:21, I(m) as an innovative land use control, and is
intended to provide adequate school system capacity to accommodate increasing public school enrollment
generated by new residential development by assessing an equitable portion of the growth-related capital
facility costs of school capacity to the new residential development.
PUBLIC SCHOOL IMPACT FEES
1500:1 AUTHORITY.
This Ordinance is established pursuant to NH RSA 674:21, 1(m) as an innovative land use control.
1500:2 PURPOSE.
This Ordinance is intended to:
A. Provide adequate school system capacity to accommodate increasing public school enrollment
generated by new residential development in the Town of Atkinson;
B
.
Assess an equitable proportion of growth-related capital facility costs of school capacity to new
residential development in proportion to the demands created by that development.
1500:3 FINDINGS.
The voters of the Town of Atkinson have made the following findings:
A. This Ordinance is consistent with the Master Plan adopted by the Atkinson Planning Board in 1990.
B
.
This Ordinance is consistent with the Capital Improvements Program prepared and adopted by the
Atkinson Planning Board in 1990.
C. The impact fee methodology and supporting study ("Methodology for the Calculation of School
Impact Fees in the Towns of the Timberlane Regional School District", dated September 22, 1997,
prepared by Bruce C. Mayberry, Planning Consultant), hereafter referred to as "the methodology and
supporting study" are reasonable, proportional, support this Article, and are consistent with NH RSA
674:21, v.;
D. Recent and projected growth rates necessitate an excessive expenditure of public funds in order to
maintain adequate facility standards and to promote and protect the public health, safety and welfare;
E. Each type of residential development described in the methodology and supporting study will create a
need for construction, equipping or expansion of public capital facilities of the District for education;
F . The imposition of public school impact fees is one of the methods of insuring that public expenditures
are not excessive and that new residential development supports a proportionate share of the cost of
public capital facilities necessary to accommodate the development;
G The fees adopted are derived from and do not exceed the costs of:
1
.
Providing additional public capital facilities for education as necessitated by or benefitting the new
residential development from which the fees were levied;
2 Compensating the Town of Atkinson for expenditures made for existing public education facilities
that were constructed or financed in anticipation of future residential growth.
H . This Ordinance sets forth and is based upon a reasonable methodology and analysis for determination
of the impact of new residential development on the need for and costs of public capital educational
facilities in the District and for Atkinson, and provides a rational nexus between the impacts of new
residential development and the assessment of fees pursuant to this Ordinance;
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I. The Timberlane School District provides an efficient and effective way for each Town within the
District to provide educational services for its citizens and that combining their resources in the
District, pursuant to the intermunicipal agreement and the Ordinance, regardless of the location of a
particular public educational facility, is a reasonable, efficient and effective way to provide public
educational services to citizens of the District and is consistent with New Hampshire law and the
Articles of Agreement of the Timberlane Regional School District as entered into (and amended) by
the Town of Atkinson;
J. It is reasonable, equitable and consistent with the supporting methodology that this Public School
Impact Fee Ordinance apply to all unbuilt units in previously approved subdivisions;
K . Impact fees collected for recoupments meet the legal requirements for collection, are supported by the
methodology and supporting study, and the amount is reasonable.
1500:4 DEFINITIONS.
A. Feepayer: The applicant named on the application for a building permit for any activity which will
result in new residential construction of any kind, or the alteration or conversion of any structure
which results in a net increase of one or more residential dwelling units.
B
.
New Residential Development: Any activity which creates a net increase in the number of
residential dwelling units within the Town of Atkinson, whether through new construction or
conversion of existing structures.
C. School Capital Facilities: Public educational facilities and equipment owned by the Timberlane
Regional School District.
1500:5 IMPOSITION OF SCHOOL CAPITAL FACILITIES IMPACT FEE.
A. Any applicant who, upon the adoption of this Ordinance, seeks a building permit for any activity
which will create a net increase in residential dwelling units in the Town of Atkinson, is hereby
required to pay a school impact fee in the manner and amount set forth in this Ordinance and the
methodology and supporting study as referenced above.
B. An applicant may request from the Planning Board a partial or full waiver of school impact fee




No building permit for new residential development requiring payment of a school impact fee shall be
issued until the amount of the school impact fee has been determined by the Selectmen or their
assigns.
D. An applicant undertaking the development of dwelling units for occupancy by persons age 62 and
over, and only where such occupancy shall be maintained, through deed restrictions, or through
compliance with Federal Programs, for a period of at least 12 years, may apply for a waiver of school
impact fees otherwise required by this article.
1500:6 COMPUTATION OF SCHOOL IMPACT FEE.
A. The amount of the school impact fee shall be determined by the Recommended Impact Fee
Assessment Schedule contained in the Methodologyfor the Calculation ofSchool Impact Fees in the
Towns of the Timberlane Regional School District, September 22, 1997 (page 27) which is included




The school impact fee methodology and supporting study including the assessment schedule may be
updated annually, subject to the adoption of such changes by the Planning Board. Such updates may
provide for adjustments based upon the most recent data available from the U.S. Census, local school
enrollment data, estimates of the number of housing units in Atkinson, property tax assessment data,
interest and discount rates, and current construction cost information.
C. In the case of residential units created by a change of use, redevelopment, or expansion or
modification of an existing use, the school impact fee shall be based upon the net positive increase in
the number of dwelling units resulting from the development.
1500:7 PAYMENT OF SCHOOL IMPACT FEES.
No building permit shall be issued for new residential development until the feepayer has established an
acceptable schedule for payment of such fee with the Town of Atkinson. No Certificate of Occupancy shall
be issued for new residential development which is subject to a school impact fee assessment until such
time as the fee is paid in full.
1500:8 APPEALS.
A. Disputes regarding the amount of the school impact fee may be submitted to the Planning Board,
provided that an independent school impact fee calculation study for the new residential development
is provided to the Board for consideration. The Planning Board shall review the submitted study and




The decision of the Planning Board may be appealed to the Superior Court as provided by NH RSA
677:15.
1500:9 ADMINISTRATION OF FUNDS COLLECTED.
A. All school impact fees collected shall be properly identified and promptly transferred for deposit into a
School Impact Fee Account. This account shall be considered a special revenue fund account, and




The Town Treasurer shall have custody of all school impact fee accounts, and shall pay out the same
only upon written orders of the Board of Selectmen. The Board of Selectmen shall annually order the
release of school impact fee accounts to the Timberlane Regional School District, upon a
demonstration by the District that programmed expenditures are eligible for reimbursement by school
impact fees.
The Town Treasurer shall record and maintain the date, the person(s) making payment, and the tax
map and lot reference number of the property of all school impact fees which have been paid under
this Ordinance for a period of no less than six years from the date of payment. At the end of each
fiscal year, the Town Treasurer shall make a report to the Board of Selectmen and the Timberlane
Regional School District, providing a detailed account of all school impact fee transactions made
during the year.
C. Funds withdrawn from the School Impact Fee Account shall be used solely for transfer to the
Timberlane Regional School District for the purpose of funding the planning, design, construction,
expansion, or equipping of public school facilities in the Timberlane Regional School District. Impact
fees may be used to reimburse the Timberlane Regional School District for the value of public school
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capacity already constructed in anticipation of growth, or school capacity to be developed in the future
to meet the growth demands. Impact fees may also be used by the Timberlane Regional School
District to pay debt service on such bonds or similar debt instruments, to the extent that such
expenditures are related to developing capacity within the Timberlane Regional School District.
1500:10 REFUND OF FEES.
A. Feepayers may apply to the Board of Selectmen for a refund of the school impact fee, plus accrued
interest, six (6) years from the date of collection of said fee. A refund will only be due if the
Timberlane Regional School District has failed to appropriate said fee(s) on public school facility
capacity improvements as defined herein.
B. The Board of Selectmen shall annually provide all feepayers of record who are due a refund of a
school impact fee, a written notice of the amount due, including accrued interest.
1500:11 SCATTERED AND PREMATURE DEVELOPMENT.
No provision of this Ordinance shall limit the authority of the Atkinson Planning Board to protect against
development which is scattered and premature as provided in NH RSA 674:36 II; requires an excessive
expenditure of public funds; or is otherwise contrary to the Town of Atkinson Zoning Ordinance,
Subdivision Regulations, or Site Development Plan Regulations.
1500:12 REVIEW OF FEE CALCULATIONS.
The school impact fee assessment schedule contained in the Methodology for the Calculation of School
Impact Fees in the Towns of the Timberlane School District, September 22, 1997, shall be reviewed by
the Board of Selectmen and the Planning Board at least once every five years, and may be periodically
amended after a public hearing of the Planning Board, although the schedule may be amended no more
frequently than annually.
Recommended by the Planning Board
Article 10-4. Shall the Town adopt the following amendment to the Building Code Ordinance,
Section 620 - Fire Protecfion, subsection 620:1, to adopt six (6) additional sections of the 1997
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION STANDARDS? The purpose of this amendment is to
provide continued protection, welfare and safety to the residents of Atkinson.
"All new construction or alterations shall conform to the National Fire Protection Association Codes
adopted by the Town in 1978, with revision adopted in 1996 and 1997 and with the following additional
NFPA Codes:
NFPA 50 1 : Manufactured Housing
NFPA 430: Storage of Liquid and Solid Oxidizers
NFPA 432: Storage of Organic Peroxide Formulations
NFPA 497: Classification of Flammable Liquids, Gases or Vapors and of Hazardous (Classified)
Locations for Electrical Installations in Chemical Process Areas
NFPA 499: Classification of Combustible Dusts and of Hazardous (Classified) Locations for
Electrical installations in Chemical Process Areas
NFPA 1 126: Use of Pyrotechnics Before a Proximate Audience"
Recommended by the Planning Board
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Article 10-5. By Petition of Carol Grant, etal: "The purpose of wetlands buffer zones is to protect the
integrity of our wetlands. You can't protect wetlands if enviromentally-destructive activities are permitted
at their boundaries. Buffer zones control building and land uses which would pollute the wetlands, destroy
the watershed, result in water damage to homes or destroy wildlife habitat.
Septic systems are forbidden in buffer zones because septic leachates filter through the ground to pollute
ground and surface waters. Construction activities are forbidden in buffer zones because they cause
aesthetic blight, harmful run-off, erosion and sedimentation. Also, winter driveway salt can pollute
wetlands.
Items stored in garages and storage sheds such as driveway salt, paint thinners, insecticides, chlorodane,
pesticides, gasoline, and other such items are all potential wetlands contaminates. Because garage and
storage sheds are usually attached to homes, these contaminants are covered by the portion of the wetlands
ordinance forbidding buildings in wetlands buffer zones. However, many developers are now getting
around the wetlands ordinance with new construction by building DETACHED garages in wetlands buffer
zones, using as a loophold that the wetlands ordinance doesn't specifically address DETACHED garages.
To close this loophole and thus prevent contaminants potentially stored in these buildings from
contaminating Atkinson ground and surface water supplies, we, the undersigned, petition the following
addition to the Atkinson Wetlands Ordinance:
To amend Article IV, Section 410:8 - 'Other Conditions' by
• re-titling Section 410:8 to read 'Buffer Zones'
• making the existing text subsection 'a'
• and by adding a new subsection 'b' to read as follows:
'b. All attached and detached residential or commercial garages shall be a minimum of 100 feet
from the edge of a wetland. (This does not apply to existing construction.)'
"
Recommended by the Planning Board
Article 10-6. By Petition of Meredith C. Reynolds, etal: "Will the Town vote to adopt the following
land/use zoning ordinance:
'The land application of septage containing disease-causing bacteria and infectious viruses and protozoa;
the stockpiling in any form, and the land spreading of Class B sewage sludge containing heavy metals,
pathogens, parasites and hazardous organic chemicals, is not allowed in the Town of Atkinson, New
Hampshire. This ordinance shall not apply to any facility owned and/or operated by the Town of Atkinson
for the disposal of sewage/septage/sludge generated within the Town of Atkinson, New Hampshire.'?"
Recommended by the Planning Board
Article 10-7. By petition of Mr. Thomas A. McKinnon etal: "Shall the voters of the Town of
Atkinson adopt the following land/use zoning ordinance:
Reference: Commercial-Industrial Zone (C-1)
Facilities for research and for the manufacture, assembly, storage, distribution and serving of products and
materials. However, and manufacturing or industrial use shall be conducted solely within a building or
buildings. Products and materials must be stored in a fashion that prohibits their being seen from highways
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and streets. No fabrication, processing, converting, altering, dismantling, chemical treatment or process
manufacturing, or industrial procedure shall be permitted which will result in:
a) Dissemination of noise, vibration, odor, dust, smoke, observable gas or fumes or other noxious or
toxic atmospheric pollutants beyond the boundaries of the immediate site of the building in which
such use is conducted.
b) Hazard of fire or explosion or other physical hazard to any person, building or vegetation.
c) Radiation or interference with radio or television reception beyond the boundaries of the immediate
site of the building in which such use is conducted.
d) A harmful discharge of waste materials.
e) Unusual traffic hazards or congestion due to the type of vehicles required.
f) The flowage of waste into the septic system that would impose an unusual or abnormal burden upon
the system either because of the amount or quality of waste.
g) Wrecking and salvage yards automotive and vehicle repair, storage, dismantling, salvage, sale
including trucks, cars and or construction equipment.
h) Storage of heavy construction equipment such as shovel dozers, bull dozers, dump trucks, pay
loaders and or any other construction equipment outside of buildings,
i) The planning board must approve outdoor storage of any type of equipment. Storage must be
consistent with the character of properties in the district,
j) Landscaping must be consistent with the other properties in the district. New applications for site plan
approval must identify all plants, vegetation, trees and shrubs on the site plan submitted for approval,
k) Stock piling of any construction material or debris that shall have a negative effect on the value of
properties in the district.?" Not Recommended by the Planning Board
Article 10-8. Shall the Town raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including
appropriations by special warrant articles, the amount set forth on the budget posted with the warrant, for
the purposes set forth therein, totaling $2,116,947.00? Should this article be defeated, the operating
budget shall be $2,005,913.00, which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by
previous action of the town or by law, or the governing body may hold one special meeting in accordance
with RSA 40: 13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-9. Shall the town appropriate up to the sum of Two Hundred Twenty Nine Thousand
Eight Hundred Dollars ($229,800.00) to construct, on a town-owned site, the following municipal
improvements: a new low-maintenance, 40' x 60' heated Public Works Garage large enough for
emergency servicing of Town plows and the indoor storage of sanding racks at a total construction cost of
$90,000.00; a roofed 2,160 sq. ft. storage shed for road salt and sand for a total construction cost of
$50,000.00; complete the necessary site work, access road and utilifies for total construction cost of
$85,600.00; appropriate up to $4,200.00 for planning, design and preparation of bid documents; and
authorize the transfer of the December 31, 1997 fund balance up to the amount of $229,800.00 for this
purpose? This will be a non-lapsing account per RSA 32:3, VI and will not lapse until the municipal
improvements are complete or in two years, whichever is less.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
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Article 10-10. Shall the Town appropriate up to the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) to
(1) plan and design a suitable facility to house the fire and rescue services on a town-owned site between
the present Dow Common and the proposed Public Works garage; the cost of planning and preparation of
bid documents is $38,000.00; (2) plan and design the site work and road alignment to accommodate the
replacement Fire Station; the cost of planning and bid documents will be $12,000.00; and authorize the
transfer of the December 31, 1997 fund balance up to the amount of $50,000.00 for this purpose? This
will be a non-lapsing account per RSA 32:3, VI and will not lapse until the municipal improvements are
complete or in two years, whichever is less.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-11. Shall the Town appropriate up to the sum of Forty Five Thousand Dollars
($45,000.00) to plan and design a suitable expansion of the present Kimball Library facility; and
authorize the transfer of the December 31, 1997 fund balance up to the amount of $45,000.00 for this
purpose? This will be a non-lapsing account per RSA 32:3, VI and will not lapse until the engineering is
completed or in two years, whichever is less.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-12. Shall the Town authorize benefits, including Life Insurance, Disability Insurance and
Dental Insurance for the town's eligible employees, and raise and appropriate up to the sum of Ten
Thousand Two Hundred Eighty Nine Dollars ($10,289.00) to fund first-year costs? This article is in
addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-13. Shall the Town establish a retirement plan for the Town employees which will match up
to three percent of an employee's contribution, and raise and appropriate up to the sum of Thirteen
Thousand Dollars ($13,000.00) representing first-year costs of the approved retirement plan? This article
is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-14. Shall the Town authorize the establishment of the position of Recreation Coordinator to
supervise activities at the Community Center, and raise and appropriate up to the sum of Seven Thousand
One Hundred Twenty Five Dollars ($7,125.00) to fund this up to 19-hour a week position? This article
is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-15. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of One Hundred Sixty Thousand
Dollars ($160,000.00) to rehabilitate 3,900 feet of Sawyer Avenue to a width of 24 feet? All work will
be done under the supervision of the Road Agent. This article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8,
the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
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Article 10-16. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of One Hundred Seventy Four
Thousand Dollars ($174,000.00) to rehabilitate 3,800 feet of West Side Drive from Pope Road to
Shannon Road to a width of 22 feet? All work will be done under the supervision of the Road Agent. This
article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-17. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Ninety Five Thousand Dollars
($95,000.00) to rehabilitate 2,250 feet of Stonewall Terrace to a width of 24 feet? All work will be done
under the supervision of the Road Agent. This article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the
operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-18. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Nine Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars ($9,500.00) to supply sixteen (16) officers of the Police Department with bullet-proof vests?
This article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-19. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Two Thousand Dollars
($2,000.00) to purchase and install an emergency generator at the Police Station? This generator will
allow the Police Department to function when power is lost at the Police Station. This article is in addition
to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-20. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Eight Thousand Dollars
($8,000.00) to pave the gravel area adjacent to the existing Police Station parking lot? This will include
removal of the present fill, replacing it with a proper base, compacting the new base, laying down a one to
two inch binder coat and a finish coat of hot top. The parking lot will then be striped accordingly. All work
to be done under the supervision of the Road Agent. This article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8,
the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-21. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Forty Five Thousand Dollars
($45,000.00) to pave a 50,000 square foot of existing dirt parking lot at Woodlock Park? The work will
consist of sub-grading, gravel, paving and striping of approximately 166 parking spaces, including
designated handicap spaces, all work to be done under the supervision of the Road Agent. This will be a
non-lapsing account per RSA 32:3, VI and will not lapse until the municipal improvements are complete or
in two years, whichever is less. This article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating
budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
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Article 10-22. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Three Thousand Dollars
($3,000.00) for a breakaway barrier system and striping of the paved parking area at Woodlock Park?
The breakaway system will replace the existing, temporary concrete barriers and is necessary for safety,
handicap accessibility and to allow any emergency vehicles immediate access without the need to stop and
unlock a gate. The striping will provide specially designated handicap areas. This article is in addition to
Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operation budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-23. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Six Thousand Dollars
($6,000.00) to upgrade and improve the condition of the 20,000 square foot area which is to be used for
two (2) large soccer fields at Woodlock Park? The proposed improvements are necessary to put the soccer
fields in usable and safe condition and will consist of loam, hydra-seed, fertilization, repositioning of the
fences, and removal of the backstops. This is a non-lapsing account per RSA 32:3, VI and will not lapse
until the municipal improvements are complete or in two years, whichever is less. This article is in addition
to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-24. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) to re-side
the Kimball House and replace shutters? This article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the
operating budget article.
Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-25. Shall the Town authorize the Planning Board to update the Capital Improvements
Program and raise and appropriate up to the sum of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) for this
purpose? The Planning Board is encouraged to use grant money that may be available to defray costs. This
article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-26. Shall the Town appropriate Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) to the Capital
Reserve Fund established to develop and equip a facility for the Atkinson Community Television, such
moneys to come from the revenue given to the Town by Harron Cablevision per the Franchise Agreement?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-27. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Five Thousand Five Hundred
Dollars ($5,500.00) to install a dedicated line and upgrade Network communications between Town Hall
computers? This article is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
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Article 10-28. Shall the Town authorize the Selectmen to dispose of one of the Police Department's
cruisers, by either bid, trade or sale?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-29. Shall the Town raise and appropriate up to the sum of Three Thousand Dollars
($3,000.00) to purchase a lap-top computer for the Supervisors of the Checklist? This article is in
addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-30. By petition of Carol Grant, etal: "To encourage owners of large land parcels to not
develop their land and to, instead, leave their land in its natural state, preserving their town's open space,
the State of New Hampshire adopted Current Use Taxation. Under this program, land owners only pay a
token property tax to the town in return for their agreement to not develop their land. If, after financially
benefiting from this preferential tax rate, the landowner decides to develop his land or sell to developers,
he must pay the town a penalty tax called a Use Change Tax (UCT) to get out of the Current Use Program.
N.H. RSA 79-A: 25 authorizes a municipality to vote to deposit all or a part of this penalty-tax in a
conservation fund. Those penalty-tax funds may then be used, without further approval of the local
governing body, for conservation projects like land acquisition.
Since the landowner received the preferential tax rate because of his agreement to leave his land in
open space, it is most appropriate that the penalty-tax paid for leaving the program be used towards
acquiring other replacement open space. Therefore, we the undersigned, do petition that the following
warrant article be acted on at 1998 Atkinson Town Meeting:
'To see if the Town will vote to deposit all of the revenues collected pursuant to RSA 79-A (The Land
Use Change Tax) in the conservation fund to be used for land acquisition in accordance with RSA 36-
A:5m, as authorized by RSA 79-A:25 II.' "
Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Not Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-31. Shall the Town accept Squire Drive as a town road?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 10-32. Shall the Town accept Birdsall Lane as a town road? The Board of Selectmen shall
accept this road upon satisfactory completion of the following items still needing to be addressed: three
foot gravel shoulders to be installed; stop sign to be installed; stop bar to be painted; all erosion control
devices to be removed.
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 10-33. By petition of Natalie F. Flanagan, etal: "The purpose of this petition is to allow the
voters of the Town of Atkinson the choice of whether they wish to rescind the action of last year's town
meeting vote which adopted the provisions of RSA 40:13 (commonly known as Senate Bill 2 which placed
all voting on the official ballot) Note that passage requires 3/5 votes of the votes cast on this question.
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To see if the voters of the Town of Atkinson wish to rescind the provisions of RSA 40: 13 (Official Ballot
Law) which was adopted at last year's town meeting 'Shall the provisions for voting by official ballot on
all issues before the Town of Atkinson under RSA 40:13 be limited to election of officers and certain other
questions?'
"
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 10-34. By pefition of John F. Kiley, etal: "To see if the Town will vote to require the Board of
Selectmen or any department head, or person who has the authority to hire any person to be employed by
the Town of Atkinson, NH as a employee full or part time follow the Federal regulation of the Equal
Opportunity Employment Act and advertise such positions at least twice in two local news publications that
publish daily and on the Town's cable television channel."
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 10-35. By petition of John F. Kiley, etal: "To see if the Town will vote to require that
formal/written competitive bidding will be performed by the Town for any town expense/service (e.g.,
cemeteries/parks upkeep, trash disposal, recycling, town building construction/remodeling, town
insurance, ambulance services, vehicle purchase/modification, tax card maintenance, property valuation,
tax liens/deed research, town engineer, road maintenance, road paving and reconstruction, etc.) to be
performed by a contractor that exceeds $1,000 in any single purchase. This Article shall not include
emergency snow plowing. All competitive bidding decisions will be voted on by the Board of Selectmen in
a meeting open to the public."
Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 10-36. By petidon of John F. Kiley, etal: "To see if the Town will vote to combine the office
of Town Clerk with the office of Tax Collector, thereby creating a new office of Town Clerk/Tax
Collector, to be held by one individual; this position to be a 3-year elected, salaried position to become
effective at the Town's annual election/town meeting 1999."
Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 10-37. By petition of John F. Kiley, etal: "To see if the Town Clerk's office shall be open 40
hours weekly for the convenience of Atkinson residents."
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 10-38. By petition of John W. Herlihy, etal: "To see if the Town will vote to establish the
position of Town Administrator with a salary range of $35,000 to $45,000 and raise and appropriate up to
Forty Five Thousand ($45,000) for same. Also that a Search Committee of five persons - one selectman,
one department head, each appointed by the Board of Selectmen, and three citizens appointed by the Town
Moderator to set a job description, advertise, screen, qualifications for position. This Committee would be
advisory only and bring before the Selectmen a candidate or candidates for their selection on September
14, 1998. This amount is in addition to Warrant Article No. 10-8, the operating budget article."
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Recommended by the Budget Committee
Article 10-39. Shall the Town accept Wellington Circle as a town road?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
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Article 10-40. Shall the Town accept Village Drive as a town road?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Article 10-41. Shall the Town authorize the Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen
pursuant to RSA 33:7 and 33:7A or otherwise, to hire such sums of money as may be needed in
anticipation of taxes?
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen




BARBARA L. STEWART, Chairman
FRED J. CHILDS, JR.
JOSEPH DEROSA




BARBARA L. STEWART, Chairman
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Summary - 1997 Town Meeting
April 8, 1997
Article 1. Charles George Jr., Bergeron J. Norris and David J. Rockwell - Fence Viewers
Martin M. Feuer, Edward A. Stewart, and Gordon Henderson - Surveyors of Wood/Lumber.
Article 2. Modification of elderly exemptions from property tax. Passed
Article 3. Eliminate frontage conflict in Zoning Ordinance. Passed
Article 4. Replace existing definition of Wetlands with State Definition. Defeated
Article 5. Replace existing Wetland Boundaries with State Delineation. Defeated
Article 6. Correct wording to Low-Moderate Income Housing Accommodation Incentive System. Passed
Article 7. Amendment to distinguish between types of storage facilities allowed. Passed
Article 8. 'Permitted Uses' Chart indicating zones allowing storage facilities. Passed
Article 9. Remove conflicts and clarify requirements of Residential Cluster Developments. Passed
Article 10. Amend Building Code Ordinance/add 35 Fire Protection sections. Passed
Article 1 1. Increase salaries of the Board of Selectmen. Defeated
Article 12. Land usage swap between Kimball Charitable Trust and Town owned land. Passed
Article 13. Raise/appropriate $472,000 for Dow Common, Main/Academy, Public Works Garage.
Defeated
Article 14. Raise/appropriate $78,000 for preparation of architectural and engineering design of Fire
Station and Public Library. Defeated
Article 15. Raise/appropriate $48,000 to complete second baseball field at Pope Field. Passed
Article 16. Raise/appropriate $73,893 to rehabilitate 3,870' of Amberwood Drive. Defeated
Article 17. Raise/appropriate $136,953 to rehabilitate 4,120' and shim/overlay 9,545' of Maple Ave.
Defeated
Article 18. Raise/appropriate $58,250 to rehabilitate 2,858' of Devonshire Road. Defeated
Article 19. Raise/appropriate $1.00 to rehabilitate 5,280' of Providence Hill Road. Passed
Article 20. Raise/appropriate $29,000 to replace Town truck. Passed
Article 21. Raise/appropriate operating budget posted with the warrant of $2,005,415.41. Passed
Article 22. Approve purchase of tax-mapping program and Raise/appropriate $5,250 for 1st payment.
Passed
Article 23. Raise/appropriate $22,889 for benefit package for Town employees. Defeated
. 25 -
Article 24. Appropriate $22,500 for fire/rescue command vehicle. Passed
Article 25. Raise/appropriate $8,000 to reconstruct parking lot at Police Station. Defeated
Article 26. Raise/appropriate $25,000 to host Hazardous Material Collection. Passed
Article 27. Raise/appropriate $8,100 for carpeting at Town Hall. Defeated
Article 28. Raise/appropriate $16,500 to improve parking lot at Pope Field. Defeated
Article 29. Raise/appropriate $5,500 to replace porch and siding on old Police Station. Defeated
Article 30. Appropriate $10,000 to Capital Reserve Fund - develop and equip facility for the Atkinson
Community Television. Passed
Article 31. Raise/appropriate $2,500 to fill in swimming pool at Community Center. Passed
Article 32. Raise/appropriate $5,790 to update Town's Master Plan, Capital Improvement Plan and submit
growth report to 1998 deliberative Town Meeting. To Authorize the Planning Board to apply
for funds to offset costs of Master Plan. Passed
Article 33. Authorize disposition of old Town truck by sale, bid or trade. Passed
Article 34. Authorize disposition of police cruiser and fire vehicle by sale, bid or trade. Passed
Article 35. Acceptance of Perpetual Care Funds. Passed
Article 36. Code of Ethics Ordinance. Passed
Article 37. Prohibit Hunting in Woodlock Park Recreation Area. Passed
Article 38. Post Town Land behind Robie Lane. Passed
Article 39. Accept donated land on Sleepy Hollow Road. Passed
Article 40. Accept Dearborn Ridge Road as a town road. Passed
Article 41. Accept Far View Hill Road Extension as a town road. Passed
Article 42. Amend Cemetery Rules and Regulations No. 9. Passed
Article 43. Adopt ordinance relative to winter parking ban. Passed
Article 44. Authorize Police Department to sell old radar unit. Passed
Article 45. Accept Chase Island Road (to bridge); Hemlock Heights Road; Palmer Road; Ledge Road and
Hemlock Shore Drive as town roads. Passed
Article 46. Permission for Family Mediation to use old Police Station. Passed
Article 47. Dedication plaque in Police Station. Passed
Article 48. Accept Windmill Lane and Moccasin Path as town roads. Passed
Article 49. Appoint a committee to update Master Plan and Capital Improvement Plan to formulate 'growth
ordinance' for 1998 Town Meeting. Passed
Article 50. Authorize Kimball Public Library Trustees to accept gifts of personal property. Passed






1997, What a surprise!!! It seemed so busy, but permit value was down by $1,352,000.00. Lots of
Alterations/Remodeling/Decks/Pools and Additions, but new home construction was down. The total




Make application for your building permits early!! Inspectors are available Monday evenings - 7 pm to
8:30 pm. Applications must be reviewed and signed by all Inspectors and some applications may need
Zoning Board review. This all takes time so plan ahead .
2 Projects other than ordinary repairs require a permit.
3 Before Occupancy Certificates are issued on all building permit holders, the street numbering ordinance
shall be complied with.
4 A complete set of plans is needed for all new homes/additions/decks/garages before a permit is issued .
1997 Building Permits issued were for the following:






















The Building Needs Committee started the new year seeking a solution to the problems of relocation of the
Town Garage, Fire Station, and expansion of the Library.
First, we compiled a survey questionnaire, which was mailed to all Atkinson households. The committee
wanted help with opinions and suggestions to set the best direction for meeting the needs of the town.
In response to the survey, we received a better understanding of the voter's wishes. We also discovered
the people wanted information in the form of newsletters. Subsequently, we have mailed two newsletters
outlining the three warrant articles that we are proposing this year.
Proposed Article 1: Town Garage: This addresses the need for a new Public Works Garage. The present
garage was exchanged in 1992 for the former Rockwell School, which was converted into an economical
new Police Station.
Proposed Article 2: Fire Station: Our town has grown from 500 residents when the station was built in
the mid 1940's, to more than 5,000 people to date. This growth has caused a demand for expansion of
emergency services, fire department equipment, and training of personnel. Our proposal is to plan and
design a suitable facility to meet these demands.
Proposed Article 3: Library Expansion: Atkinson is rapidly growing. Now is the time to begin planning
for a cost-effective expansion in the future.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the people who answered our survey. We really
appreciated it. I also would like to thank everyone who worked so hard with us, giving us needed
information.






The new Atkinson Cable TV Committee has continued with the preparation necessary for negotiating a
new franchise agreement. The Cable TV Committee was initially formed in mid- 1996 and consists of the
following members: Sanford Carter, Chairman; Victor Snowdon, Vice-Chairman; Armand Cote; Richard
Magoon; Barbara Snicer; Joe DeRosa, ex officio; and Erin Bradley, Admin.
Committee accomplishments for 1997 include the following:
• Retained expert council to assist with the process of negotiating a new agreement.
• Reviewed existing franchise agreement.
• Reviewed contracts for similar neighboring towns in southern NH and eastern MA.
• Reviewed the Tele-Communications Act of 1996, for its impact on a new CATV agreement.
• Met with Harron Comm. Corp. to discuss current and future cable offerings.
• Reviewed Harron Comm. Corp. preliminary proposal form for the new franchise.
• Solicited resident input twice, via the town newsletter, for suggestions for the new service agreement.
The current CATV franchise agreement expires in May, 1998. Negotiation of a new agreement is expected
to begin within the first quarter of 1998. It should be noted the negotiation process for a CATV franchise
agreement is NOT like negotiating the purchase of a new car. Federal guidelines define preparation
requirements prior to negotiating a new agreement, as well as the items that can be negotiated. For
example:
• FCC regulation controls Cable TV rates, which limits negotiation by the town.
• FCC guidelines dictate the channels a Cable TV carrier must carry; up to 30% of capacity is
designated 'must carry' for certain local broadcast channels.
Based on committee review and input from residents, the committee will focus on the following major
services, among others, for inclusion in the new contract:
• Increased bandwidth which will provide more Channel(s)/Capacity
• Increased reliability through an improved or upgraded system
• Possible internet access capability
We look forward to negotiating a successful new contract. Resident input is still necessary and
requested; in fact, resident input is required by regulation to support the committee's recommendations
and contract negotiations. Please contact the Selectmen's office at 362-5266 with your input.
In closing, the committee would like to recognize and thank Frank Kelcourse, for his contribution and






The Atkinson Conservation Commission meets regularly on the second Monday of each month at Atkinson
Town Hall at 7:30 pm. All meetings are open to the public and any interested Atkinson resident is welcome
to attend.
During this past year the Conservation Commission has reviewed several subdivision plans with potential
wetlands impact. The process has included plan review with developers, engineers, and environmental
specialists, site-walks of the proposed projects, and recommendations to the local Planning Board and
NH-DES Wetlands Bureau. One of the major successes of this past year is that, through use of the Slade
Town Forest Land and Town Conservation Land adjacent to the Woodlock Recreational Park, a six mile
trail system is being developed which connects two new proposed developments - Settler's Ridge and
Wright Farm Phase IL Parking for the public access will be located at both town owned parcels.
Doug Henderson, as new Town Forester, has been active in maintaining our town forest plan and
boundary markers of each site.
The Commission reviewed a three-town plan for cleanup of the Little River, which also includes Plaistow
and Haverhill and is under active management of the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission.
Commission member Gordon Stone has been active in the town's Master Plan Update Committee.
The Commission donated educational conservation videos to the Atkinson Academy, in memory of
Brittany Childs.
The Commission encourages the townspeople to enjoy and use the town conservation lands. The lands and




Financial Report for Year Ending December 31, 1997
Account 1/1/97 12/31/97
Town Forest Accounts: $30,669.42 $3 1 ,289. 1
6
(Contains Current Use Change Tax
and Interest)
Gift/Savings Account $2,410.04 $4,889.25
- 31 -
Fire Department
This year the members of the Fire and Rescue department responded to over 300 incidents and put in over
6,000 hours in training and continued education in both fire and medical fields. Several members achieved
state cerdfication levels in firefighter 1 and firefighter career level courses and hazardous materials
responses. Medical personnel also continued to strive to be the best by getting certified as emergency
medical technicians, and continuing education in air and blood-born pathogens and several other related
courses. Members have unselfishly taken time from their busy schedules and families to continue to
educate themselves to be completely prepared and qualified to respond to the emergencies that may arise
throughout the year. Their dedication is to be commended.
The inspection department has been very busy due to the growth of the town within the past several years
and are anticipating another busy schedule this year. Inspectors Barley and Weymouth continue to devote
many hours to maintaining a code enforcement program that assures residents that regulations will be
followed and the safety of residents remains our top priority in new and existing buildings within the
town. Since the ordinance for house numbering was passed in 1995 many of you have followed these
regulations and properly numbered your homes. However, some residences remain unnumbered. It is very
important to all emergency responders that we find you quickly in the event of an emergency. So please
find the time to correctly number your residence where responders can see it plainly. Your life, or the life
of a loved one may depend on it.
We are looking forward to the plans for a new facility. Our aging station has become inadequate to
efficiently serve the needs of the community. The quick response of emergency personnel is compromised
in many situations throughout the station. The replacement of the existing facility is not a new concept. It
has been in the planning stages for several years. We have patiently waited for the town hall bond to be
paid off, the new police station to be on line and the town garage to be replaced. Your support for the
planning monies this year will be gratefully appreciated, so we can continue to move forward in the future
replacement of our aging station.
In closing I would like to thank all the volunteers of the fire department for their devotion to the saving of
life and property throughout the community, to the members of the town government for their continued
support and to the residents that continue to support the fire/rescue department with their letters and






















Number of Incidents - 203 Number of Patients Seen - 221













I would like to take this time to thank you for your support throughout the past year. With your support we
were able to pave Pine Knoll Drive, Lisheen Drive and Newbury Drive. We were also able to do much
needed drainage work on Westside Drive, Sawyer Avenue, Crown Hill Road and Sleepy Hollow Road.
The winter season started early in November, but December has been kind and hopefully that trend will
continue.
At this time, I would like to thank our town Planning Board. These volunteers dedicate a huge amount of
time and energy for the public good. In 1997, the board requested off-site improvements from developers -
one of the most notable was the paving of nearly a mile of Westside Drive, which was paid for by Settler's
Ridge, Inc. (not the tax-payers). Another notable improvement was the reclamation and paving of Crystal
Hill Road. This $49,000.00 improvement was paid for by Mr. Villella and his company (not the tax-
payers).
As you can imagine, it takes lots of effort from the Planning Board and the developers to work out and
agree on these improvements. I truly appreciate their effort on your behalf.
Due to the current tax changes, these gifts from developers are not likely to continue. Now, more than
ever, the town needs your support for the upcoming warrant articles.







"Change" was the key word for 1997. In October Joe Rodio left for a new position, and Gregory T. Sauer
became our new director. Trustee Debby Byers resigned in September when her family relocated; Thea
Valvanis was sworn in to complete Debby's term. Taistee Jane Jones resigned in November due to serious
illness.
In spite of mailings by the Friends, public relations and information from the library, and publicity from
the Building Needs Committee and Town Hall, the voters turned down the proposed Dow Common
project, which also axed our library expansion plan. Much energy has been devoted to planning for this
year's election, which will hopefully allow the Down Common project to begin.
We purchased three new computers with a federal grant. We hope to offer Internet access soon. The Ruth
Campbell Trust supplied New England Aquarium passes, purchased large-print books and contributed to
educational and cultural programming for adults and children. The children's summer reading program,
"Take Me to Your Reader", was quite popular. Upon suggestions from patrons, new program ideas may
blossom in 1998. The Friends sponsored passes to the Children's Museum in Boston, as well as several
very well-received programs for adults. The third annual Chocolate Tasting Festival was delicious! The
Friends continue to build community awareness for KPL.
Circulation enjoyed an overall increase; April being the second highest one-month count, ever. KPL's
strong identity as a multi-faceted repository of ideas continues. The number of card-carrying patrons has
increased by 30 percent since 1994. To keep pace with patrons' requests as well as keep current, the
materials collection has also grown. We have more music CD's and tapes; CD ROM products are now
available for borrowing. Space for our video collection has maxed out; space being at a premium, general
weeding of the entire collection must continue. "One book in, one book out."
We extend our sincere annual thank you to all who continue to support KPL and keep it a living, growing
part of Atkinson. We thank the Friends, our staff and volunteers; we are grateful to have a competent and
personable new director. Thank you for your gifts, donations memorials, suggestions and interest.
Without our people ~ patrons and staffers - the library would be just a building. How dismal! Remember,
you can call or come in and find the answers to questions. The staff is very willing to help you find the
information you need and make copies of it, too. Whether you seek stock prices, tax forms, current event
magazines, juicy fiction, classic literature, an obscure book through inter-library loan, catalogs, children's
or juniors' books, reference or a warm place to read the paper on a cold winter evening, remember KPL is
your library. Please enjoy KPL, and keep it healthy. Thank you.
Respectfully submitted,
Sally A. Dowd, Secretary
Kimball Public Library Board of Trustees
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Planning Board
The following Projects were reviewed and approved by the Planning Board in 1997:
Subdivisions:
• Centerview Hollow (off Meditation Lane) by Lewis Builders Development Inc. - a 52 Unit
Condominium Project with 1 1 units set aside for Low Moderate.
• Rockwell Subdivision (off East Road) by Chinh Nguyen - a 5 lot single family Subdivision Plan.
• Settler's Ridge (off Pope Road) by Settler's Ridge Inc. - 95 Unit Low Moderate Project, 3 Phases, 25
(4BR) single family; 26 Senior (1 BR) units; 1 Group Home and 48 (2BR) condominium units.
• Dale & Fred Childs (on Jasimine Drive) 2 lot single family Subdivision Plan.
• Reddy Home Builders (off Murray Drive) 7 lot single family Subdivision Plan.
• Brooks Properties Trust (on Salem Road) 2 lot single family Subdivision Plan.
Site Plans:
• Teague/Hilltop Realty Commercial Site Plan on Industrial Way, Lot 53.
• Freshwater Farms Amendment to Site Plan for Addition on KipCam Road.
• Gilles Gagnon Commercial Site Plan on Industrial Way, Lot 57.
• Beaver Brook Commercial Site Plan on Industrial Way, Lot 59.
Lot Line Adjustments:
Reddy Homes on Brushwood Drive, Lot 48 & 49.
Lemery Building, Inc. on ShannonAVestside Drive, Lots 11 & 14.
David Jordan on Pope Road, Lot 20.
Peter Lewis/Louise Lemery on Sawyer Avenue, Map 8, Lots 2, 3 & 3-1.






During 1997 we experienced an increase in vandalism. Almost all of these calls were for subjects
destroying mail boxes. House breaks were kept to the same level as in 1996. The crime rate in Atkinson
has not escalated as it has in some communities. This can be attributed to "Preventive Maintenance
Patrols". During the daytime hours I have provided extra patrols that stay just in the neighborhoods. By
being extremely visible, I believe that this has reduced our daytime crime. We did have one of our most
despicable crimes committed during 1997. Two subjects who were upset with their employer, decided to
leave him a message. They decapitated a cat and left it on his business vehicle. I am pleased to say that our
department was able to apprehend the subjects responsible for this horrendous crime.
The following is a comparison of the criminal activity for the years 1996 and 1997:
Recreation Commission
What a great year we had on Recreation! We did lots of new things, continued some of the old things and
improved upon many existing programs.
These are some of the new programs we started in 1997:
1
.
A town ski trip to Mt. Sunapee, NH in February brought together lots of families for a fun day of
skiing and camaraderie.
2. Our first annual Easter Egg Hunt was held at Atkinson Academy. We hid over 1,000 candy and treat-
filled eggs for the kids of Atkinson.
3 Memorial Day saw the first "After-Parade" concert in the Fire Station parking lot. Parade-goers were
able to listen to music as they enjoyed the barbecue sponsored by our firefighters.
4 In October we participated for the first time in the National Make-A-Difference Day program. We
collected new and used goods for Ruth's House in Haverhill, MA.
5. December marked the first event sponsored by a joint committee of Recreation volunteers from
Atkinson, Danville, Plaistow and Sandown. We held a Holiday Dance/Party for the 4th and 5th
graders in the Timberlane District. The Atkinson Community Center was filled to capacity as many
kids enjoyed board games, musical chairs, Foosball, the Limbo, cake walks and dancing!
We continued our programs of senior trips. We sent busloads of Atkinson seniors to the Spring Flower
Show in Boston, the Science Museum, a fall foliage tour of the White Mountains and an exciting Boston
Pops Holiday Concert at UNH. The fishing derby in May at the Community Center continued to draw
more and more fishers and fish!
This fall marked the completion of the renovations to the "old" section of the Community Center. Workers
(especially Fred Childs) did a wonderful job painting, carpeting and repairing. We were also able to
furnish the area with couches, chairs, and lamps, as well as a Foosball table, TV, VCR and Sony
Playstation System. It is our goal to have the town approve the hiring of a town employee to be on duty
part-time to supervise this area so that we can make it available to the young, old and in-between of the
community!
Perhaps our greatest achievement for 1997 was the success of our Summer Sun 'n Fun Program. This six-
week program was held at Atkinson Academy and staffed by local teenagers and young adults. The
enthusiasm and excitement generated by the counselors was truly awesome! We are very proud of all
participants, counselors and campers alike, and look forward to an even better program for Summer 1998!






1997 was a great year for recycling in Atkinson. The recycling center is enjoying its sixth year of making
provisions for Atkinson residents' recycling needs.
We wish to thank everybody who helped in the effort, either as a participant or as a volunteer, to make the
recycling program successful in 1997. We encourage all residents to support us as we work together to
help make the recycle program even more successful in 1998, as we begin moving to an all curb-side
collection program.
As coordinator of the recycling program, I have been very pleased at how Atkinson residents have
participated in the recycling program over the past five years.
I look forward to the day when others in the community will join in by participating in an all curb-side
recycling collection program. Our present recycle center will close when the town garage moves to a new
location.
The annual household hazardous waste collection for area towns was hosted by Atkinson at the recycle
center in 1997. It was a very, very successful day and we are proud of all the Atkinson residents who
participated to make it so. The director in charge of the effort said that not only have people been very
efficient in the hazardous materials they brought, but the education of what to bring has paid off for what is
acceptable. This year was the best year for the collection of insecticides and pesticides. The volume of
lead-based paints and used motor oil superseded that collected in all previous collections we have
participated in.
At this time, I wish to thank the Police Department, the Fire Department, the Ambulance service and
especially the volunteers - not only from our town, but from other communities too - for their valued
assistance. They helped keep dogs out of the collections area, baby-sat small children, kept cars moving
and generally made the day the success that it was.
We ask all of you to continue to support the regional household hazardous waste collection program each
year. The 1998 collection will be hosted in Chester, NH. The date and location will be announced when
arrangements are complete. It is important to continue the once-a-year endeavor in order to dispose of
hazardous materials in a legal and profession manner and to help keep our environment clean.






Zoning Board of Adjustment
During 1997, the Zoning Board of Adjustment met 1 1 times, held Public Hearings (plus continuances)
and reviewed 28 Home Business approvals, renewals and exemptions.
These hearings were concerned with requests for the following:
1
.
Variances to the Atkinson Zoning Ordinance (15)
2. Special Exceptions allowed by the Atkinson Zoning Ordinance (37)
3. Administrative Appeal (2)
4. Rehearing requests (2)
This year, hearing results were as follows:
















Records of all public hearings and decisions are maintained in the Zoning Board of Adjustment Office and
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In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Town of Atkinson, New
Hampshire for the year ended December 31, 1996 we considered the Town's internal control
structure to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
financial statements and not to provide assurance on the intemal control structure.
During the course of our audit we did not become aware of any matters that were opportunities for
strengthening internal controls and operating efficiency. This letter does not affect our report dated







(Southeastern N.H. Hazardous Materials Mutual Aid District)
The Southeastern New Hampshire Hazardous Materials Mutual Aid District is organized as a regional
solution to the hazardous materials incidents, both with training and equipment. The 14 communities that
comprise the district are: Atkinson, Auburn, Chester, Danville, Derry, East Derr>', Hampstead, Hooksett,
Litchfield, Londonderry, Pelham, Plaistow, Salem and Windham.
The District is managed by an Operations Committee, consisting of a Chief Officer from each member
community, who carries out the day-to-day business of the organization; and a Board of Directors,
consisting of an elected or appointed member of municipal government in each community, who provide
oversight and fiscal management.
District resources include two response trailers, equipped with generators, oil spill and decontamination
equipment, and chemical reference material. The District also owns a response truck equipped in the same
manner as the trailers. Equipment upgrades to the Derry Fire Department Special Services Vehicle and the
Pelham Fire Department Rescue Truck enable these vehicles to function as mobile command posts,
complete with computerized reference software, as well as radio, fax and cellular communications. The
District trailers and truck are strategically located to respond to any community requesting them. New is a
trailer located in Londonderry, equipped with mass casualty supplies, which is available to respond to any
member community.
Since the incident command system is mandated by law at a hazardous materials incident, the District has
devised an on-call notification system whereby a member community may request Chief Officers from
member communities to staff positions in the incident command system.
Six technician team leaders, and twenty four team members are now on-call to respond to member
communities, to conduct research, advise the incident commander on control activities and safety, and fill
incident command system staff positions. They also assist member communities with planning, since the
District has been recognized as a regional Local Emergency Planning Committee, to comply with SARA
Title III of the federal regulations governing hazardous materials. This allows the District to be eligible for
Emergency Management Assistance funding.
On October 1, the District's Level "B" hazardous materials response team became operational; the members
of which are on-call to respond to any member community to assist with control activities at a hazardous
material incident. The next goal to be accomplished is the movement of the response team from Level "B"
to Level "A", the highest level of control activity at an incident.
The District has and will continue to move forward to meet our original goal: To provide the most cost
effective manner of responding to a hazardous materials incident.
Respectfully submitted,
For the Board ofDirectors: For the Operations Committee:
Mr. Donald Chase Chief Alan J. Sypek
Commissioner, East Derry Fire Precinct Londonderry Fire Department





































































Application For Committee Appointment
Atkinson couldn't function as well as it does if we didn't have volunteers to work on the several boards,
commissions and committees. If you are a registered voter of Atkinson and would like to serve as member
of one of the following, please fill out the form below, noting your area of interest, and submit it to the
Selectmen's Office.
nH Board of Adjustment
LJ Building Needs Committee
IZl Cable TV Advisory Board
D Conservation Committee
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